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62.

CHARLES     II.

Born 1630.   Died 1685.

By  HALIFAX.

His DISSIMULATION.

One great Objection made to him was the concealing
himself, and disguising his Thoughts. In this there ought
a Latitude to be given ; it is a Defect not to have it at all,
and a Fault to have it too much. Human Nature will not

10 allow the Mean : like all other things, as soon as ever Men
get to do them well, they cannot easily hold from doing
them too much. 'Tis the case even in the least things, as
singing, &c.

In France, he was to dissemble Injuries and Neglects,
from one reason ; in England he was to dissemble too,
though for other Causes; A King upon the Throne hath as
great Temptations (though of another kind) to dissemble,
as a King in Exile. The King of France might have his
Times of Dissembling as much with him, as he could have

20 to do it with the King of France : So he was in a School.

No King can be so little inclined to dissemble but he
must needs learn it from his Subjects, who every Day give
him such Lessons of it. Dissimulation is like most other
Qualities, it hath two Sides; it is necessary, and yet it is
dangerous too. To have none at all layeth a Man open to
Contempt, to have too much exposeth him to Suspicion,
which is only the less dishonourable Inconvenience. If